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As we reflect on the 2011 RMAF Confer-
ence in Billings, MT I think it is safe to say
that we always come away from a confer-
ence with information that we find useful
in our own application. As we go forward
into 2012 we should consider reviewing
our past regarding our fairs, festivals, and
special events. Fairs are rich in tradition
and history and | was reminded of this as |
listened to the presentation by one of our
keynote speakers, Bruce Vincent. In to-
day's world with everything being virtual,
we talk a lot about websites, Facebook,
twitter, email, etc. and we forget how that
changes the image of our events. As we
continue to look at ways to improve our
marketing and increase our exposure we
need to do that in a way to maintain our
history and heritage.

As | travel from fair to fair every season |
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hear people talk about the decline of en-
tries with exhibits. | have even seen first
hand in our own county fair where we
have lost entire classes of entries such as
garden clubs, produce, etc. Many of those
things are so important to our history. We
need to reach out and renew interests in
our communities to maintain those im-
portant aspects in the history of fairs.

Rodeo has also suffered in many areas
from declining interest resulting in poor
ticket sales and in some cases fairs have
went from 2 or 3 nights of rodeo to 1.
Again, rodeo has been a huge part of our
heritage and | challenge our membership
and our organization as to what we can do
to strengthen and revitalize this part of our
culture.

Demolition derbies have historically been
a successful motorsport at many fairs
through the Rocky Mountain area. | never
thought that we would actually start to see
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with a strategy to help us prepare and
build a better future for our fairs. Every fair
should have received the DVD that was
produced by the RMAF that really offers a
great overview of how important fairs are
to our citizens. | would encourage every-
one to use this information in any PR op-
portunity you may have. It offers a remind-
er of why all of us are so committed to
preserving the legacy of fairs through the
Rocky Mountain Association.

Gary Fjelstad

a decline in the attendance of derbies.
However, that is also occurring. The chal-
lenge seems to be fewer entries caused
by the lack of available derby cars. With
all the transition in electronics and fuel
injection there are getting to be fewer and
fewer older model cars available to be
converted for demolition derbies.

Many ticketed events such as concerts
and variety acts have also suffered over
the past few years due to the economy.
All of this has had a profound snowball

effect on our industry.
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Up - Coming Meetings & Conventions
January 8 -11, 20128 WFA Convention, Anaheim, California

April 23 -26, 20129 44th Annual IAFE Management Conference,
Des Moines, lowa

Nov. 7-10, 20126 87th Annual RMAF Convention, Riverside
Hotel, Boise, Idaho

November 26 -29, 20126 122nd Annual IAFE Convention, Paris
Hotel, Las Vegas, Nevada

November 13 -16, 20130 88th Annual RMAF Convention, Park-
way Plaza Hotel, Casper, Wyoming

November 12 -15, 20140 89th Annual RMAF Convention, Herit-
age Inn, Great Falls, Montana

November 11 -14, 201586 90th Annual RMAF Convention, Davis
Conference Center, Layton, Utah

2012 Association Officers & Directors

President i Gary Fjelstad, Rocky Mt. Talent Service,
Service Member

1st Vice - President i Sue Shockley, Gallatin County
Fair, Northwest District

2nd Vice - President fi Pam Martin, Blond Curly Haired
Magician, Service Member

Director fi Bill Dutcher, Metra Park, Northeast Dis-
trict

Director fi Bob Batista, Expo Idaho, Southwest Dis-
trict

Director fi Jim Abendschan, Arapahoe County Fair,
Southeast District

Director At Large fi Brandon Bird, Eastern Idaho

State Fair, Southwest District

FAIR EXCHANGE
Rocky Mountain Association of Fairs Newsletter
PO Box 77, Filer, ID 83328-0077
208-326-2288
Nancy Pitz, Editor
The FAIR EXCHANGE is published six times yearly and is the
official newsletter of the Rocky Mountain Association of Fairs

We would love to hear from you!

If you have items of interest/news that you would
like to get out to RMAF membership in the newslet-
ter, you can drop a line to the RMAF office via
emaild rmaf@filertel.com or faxd 208-326-2289 or
by maild PO Box 77, Filer, ID 83328.

All newsletter submission need to be into the
RMAF office by 25th of the month proceeding the
publication dates (February, April, June, August,
October & December)

Welcome New Members!

Carbon County Fair

Maxine Herring

PO Box 1414

Rawlins, WY 82301

Phone: 307-328-7811

Fax: 307-328-2695

Email: ccfair@carbonwy.com
Website: www.ccfairwy.com
2012 Dates: Not Reported

Wheatland County Youth Fair
Kristi Lane

PO Box 1908

Harlowton, MT 59036

Phone: 406-632-4678

Fax: 406-632-4678

Email: kalane@mtintouch.net
2012 Dates: August 2-4

Cervi Championship Rodeo
Binion Cervi

PO Box 606

Sterling, CO 80751

Phone: 970-437-5398

Fax: 970-522-7382

Email:
BINIIONCERVI@yahoo.com
Website: www.cervirodeo.com
Rodeo Producer

Funtime Carnival Company

Scott Roper

PO Box 69

Payette, ID 83661

Phone: 208-642-0333

Email: jamusements@yahoo.com
Carnival

Jagertown

J. T. Brandon

1371 N 600 E

Lehi, UT 84043

Phone: 801-362-2744

Email: jagertown@gmail.com
Website: www.jagertown.com
Entertainment

Moonlight Howlers

Tarry Weatherly

233 E Edison, Ste A

Williams, AZ 86046

Phone: 928-853-1206

Email:
moonlighthowlers3@yahoo.com
Website:
www.moonlighthowlers.net

Plasterman: that statue guy
Clark M. Clark

299 King George Terrace
Victoria, BC V8S 2J8

Phone: 250-598-3007

Email: plasterman@shaw.ca
Website: www.thatstatueguy.com
Entertainment
Russds
Russ Leno
1014 136th St SW

Everett, WA 58204

Phone 206-419-2778

Email: pumpkin5366@gmail.com
Website:
www.masterpumpkinsculptor.com
Entertainment

Carvings

The Shift

Kevin Kunz

618 Monarch Way

Grand Junction, CO

Phone: 970-640-1775

Email: KKNCOL@gmail.com
Website: www.theshiftband.info
Entertainment

Freckle Farm Pony Rides & Pet-
ting Zoo

Kari Sears

23453 N. Mustang Way
Florence, AZ 85132

Phone: 480-244-1841

Fax: 520-723-7460

Email: Karijjj@gmail.com
Website:
www.Frecklefarmponyrides.com
Animals




District News

Southwest District:

John Pitz, Manager of the Twin Falls Coun-
ty Fair in Filer, Idaho was elected to the
IAFE Board of Director as the new Zone 8
Director during the recent convention in
Las Vegas. IAFE Zone 8 is included fairs
in Alaska, Alberta, British Columbia, Idaho,
Montana, Oregon and Washington.

nAt Your Serwv
What a fun convention!! | hope that every-
one who attended the RMAF convention
earlier this month (November) had a good
time. Jeff and | sure did! It was great to
see longtime fair family and meet new
members too! | still feel quite humbled to
be your representative i hope | &6 m
good job for you!

I DO have a favor to
FEEDBACK i I/we need feedback from
you, the membership
at the convention and what needs change
or refinement. We DID talk about the sign-
age and/or |l ack of i
the Service Member meeting i we 6 | |
on getting the poster/promo sizing more in
line with what many of us typically already
have (i.e., 8x10 pics etc). There were
some folks that missed all of the hoopla,
yet most of the comments |, at least, re-
ceived was that
simplicity. They could find the rooms with
relative ease and fo
free-standing banners or posters that had
fallen on the floor.

| think that one thing that will be addressed
at future board meetings is some sort of
program that
fair convention attendees about the neces-
sity to visit the service member rooms. |
know that a number of us service members
were quite disappointed that more fairs
didndt come up and s
whether it was that due to the location of
the rooms (Service Members in the tower
and fair member rooms closer to the con-

vention center), and
walk down the halls to see service mem-
bers orédid they &eve

supposed to? | did get a number of sug-
gestions about ways to get folks to come to
the SM rooms (without a game/gimic) i
one that may be worth looking into was
6assigning a fair or
vice member for the convention. It would
be the SMé6s job/resp
a tour of the host hotel, go over the sched-
ule for the convention, make sure that
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theyore introduced
them with the structure of the convention,
etc. Itdéds something
out before next falls convention in Boise,
ID.

Thanks to all of you who participated at this
yearsd convention in
was most helpful and | heard lots of praises
about how friendly the staff was to all of us.
Also, kudos to all who participated at the
Jam Session i what an exceptional caliber
of talent wg have in our group!! There
Werd nfBméht® of laughter and times of
tears as well T quite amazing for this
6magic gal o6. We
many who give so much to make our asso-
ciation the OBESTO t

With the holidays fast approaching, | (along
wighaJéffi vgant g0 wish for all of you a time
of thanksgiving and joy for the all of the
blessings we have in our lives. The econo-
myrealy presént spnoewléstacles for us, but

it canot break our
Family! Nope! No way!!
about what 6s wor ki

Holiday Blessings to you all!!

Pam(ie) Magin we 6 d
Semice Member Rep.
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From the Executive

Secretary

ost a memory, apd so is the 86th conven-

ofit" The suictess of the convention is only
possible with the help of the many volun-
teers. Bill Dutcher and his staff at Metra
Park opened their doors and rolled out the
red carpet for our delegates. Kim Latrielle
for the photos that captured the moments
as well as the emotion of the convention.
TROFMAN offcl 8 hllcdy@th Hood Rahds”
with Arlee & Betty Phillips and Criss Cro-

ng zier...many thanks to all of you!

di s c us s eThank you to all that donated items for the

Silent Auction & Live Auction. The receipts
totaled $4,075 with each of the four districts
to have an equal share for their education
funds.

The best part of the convention is the op-

tpdrtenity to honor members of the RMAF

organization with the presentation of the
Sasvice Member, Fair Person and Fair
Manager of the Year and the Heritage and
the Hall of Fame awards. Nomination
forms were sent out the end of November
to the membership. The nomination mate-
rials for the 2012 awards are due into the
RMAF office by April 1, 2012 .

The 2012 Membership Directory will be
coming out soon. If you have not returned
your directory up-date sheet, you infor-

t k nmawon will remain the same as it was listed

in the 2011 directory. If you have changes
to be made, please contact the RMAF of-
fice at rmaf@filertel.com with your up-dated
mformatien by December 31.

BIOTE: If your dues for 2012 have
not been paid, your information will
not appear in the 2012 Directory.
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AWARD WINNING
COmEDY
HYPNOTIST

www.Mezmer.info

(951) 315-1942

Jeff Martin
The Blond Curly-haired Magician
800-330-MAGIC
www. blondcurlymagician.com

The Amazing World of Brad Byers

NBC's America's Got Talent
Guinness World Record Holder
Ripley's Believe It or Not

EXTREME SIDE SHOW, CIRCUS ACTS,
SKILL TOYS: YO-YO "GRANDMASTER"

Moscow, Idaho
(208) 596-5011

bradbyers@bradbyers.com www.bradbven.cam

Z'ﬁl:oyal West&;Inland Er\nSpTe

AMUSEMENTS INC. SHOWS INC,

www.carnivalmidwayfun.com

TODD KEENAN

CELL PHONE (602) 284-0216
FPHONE (406) 341-2216
FAX (406) 541-2217

P.O. BOX 17887
MISSOULA, MT 39808

Email: todd@carnivalmidwayfun.com

WORLD'S FOREMOST ENTERTAINMENT

DAVID KISWINEY

38 MUSIC SQUARE EAST. SUITE 300
NASHVILLE. TENNESSEE 37203
Web: www.buddyleeattractions.com

PHONE 615/244-4336
FAX 615/726-0429
E-Mail: dkiswiney@blanash.com

gentertammentg

performing artists & speakers

This is the house that talent built.™

Contact Tim Stevens - tim@glberg.com
888.654.6901 | www.glberg.com

‘The Bubble Tower
brings the added
flair and WOW
experience
to an event.

As sponsors,

the Bubble Tower
brings the public
to us—like a magnet;
we don’t have

to go searching
for them...,

they are
hypnotized.”
Keisha Makonese,
Belico Credit Union

1
We didn’t realize it
was going to be this
popular!”
Kim Evelsizer,
Broomfield Days

Bill Coleman
Stretch@stiltwalker.com

303.922.4655

BUBBLETQangg

www.BubbleTower.com




ADVERTISING OPPORTUNITY
MEMBERSHIP DIRECTORY
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(Deadline January 1, 2012)

L W T Y i
& . 3 A / v
1 PRINTING/YEAR ¥ Wl B O<OW tO =

AD SIZE COST/YEAR COVERS OR INSIDE
Full Page Color $300 Back Outside Cover
Full Page Color $275 Inside Covers
Full Page $250 Inside Page -
Full Page $200  Inside Page 3 e i
5]
¥ Page $125  Inside Page g ﬂ 85459|® olliics
Y2 Page $100 Inside Page ; . Rat @ Gy ug _
Y4 Page $70 Inside Page Find us on
+rag . g Facebook
Y4 Page $50 Inside Page www.facebook.com/funnyjuggler

W

Contact the RMAF Office at rmaf@filertel.com or 208-326- The Comedy & Juggling of Paul Isaak
2288 for more details regarding advertising options. WWW FunnyJ Uggler com

Got Cowboy?

Book 9
Jason DeS haw,

Today! y

(406) 480-5617

TheCountryWay.com

Find me on Facebook!




Did You Pick  -up your Copy of Tim the Ticket?

Hi, my name is Tim the Ticket and | made my debut at the 86th
Annual Convention in Billings, Montana as the star of a promo-
tional video, compliments of the Rocky Mountain Association of
Fairs, to help you promote your fairs and festivals as a valued
event in your community. Each current RMAF member fair will
receive a copy of the promotional video and if your fair was una-
ble to attend the convention, the promotional video will be
mailed to your office. Watch your mail in the coming weeks.
Additional copies of my DVD can be purchased for $5 each.

New Policies Adopted by the RMAF Board of Directors

The RMAF Board of Director held three (3) meeting during the
recent convention in Billings, Montana. During this meeting pro-
cess the director voted to adopt two (2) new policies:

CONTEST ELIGIBLITY AWARDS
All RMAF Board of Directors, RMAF Staff and/or their All qualified award nominees not chosen for the current
immediate families cannot participate in or win rewards year that they have been nominated for, will be eligible to
involving promotional programs or drawings sponsored be forwarded to the next curr
or sanctioned by RMAF. only) if they are still holding a membership in RMAF.
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IF YOU HAVE NOT PAID YOUR
DUES FOR 2012, YOUR OR- .
GANIZATION IS |N DANGER As the old man walked the beach at dawn, he noticed

a young man ahead of him picking up starfish and

OF BElNG LEFT OUT OF THE flinging them into the sea. Finally catching up with the

youth, he asked him why he was doing this. The an-

UP-COMING 2012 RMAF swer was that the stranded starfish would die if left

until the morning sun.

MEMBERSHIP DIRECTORY nBut the beach goes on for mil
R starfish, o countered the‘ol
DON6T BE LEFT PUT: mMAKE ferencere
The young man looked at the starfish in his hand and
YOUR MEMBERSHIP  CUR- | tnen vhrew to to the s2leny ol
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